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Introduction 
Corruption has been so rampant within America’s law enforcement agencies, the courts, and corrections. The abuse of power for personal gain has been occurring from time-to-time across all levels of the government especially in the fragile states and there is nowhere it has impacted more than within the criminal justice system (Albanese, 2008). Corruption has undermined the very purpose of citizen security, as well as justice institutions as those who are supposed to be securing them, have become for sale to the highest bidder. The actors within the law enforcement agencies, the courts, and corrections facilities no longer stay above the fray to ensure that all people within the various states stay within the rules of the game, but are now being seen as players in the mix (Fitch, 2013). Therefore, it has turned out that within these contexts the “rule of law” has been put aside by the influence, power as well as wealth of the wealthy people within the society. 
Law enforcement agencies should uphold and safeguard the public’s trust to ensure that they have performed their work effectively. Ethics has been an important ingredient in the building of effective law enforcement agencies within the United States of America. Through ethics, the workers working within the law enforcement agencies have been able to work effectively and thereby capturing the trust of the public (Fitch, 2013). Ethical conduct greatly impacts public trust and therefore the law enforcement agencies must closely examine their training, reward systems, and policies to ensure that their agencies foster a culture that is based on ethical values. 
Ethics are beneficial within the justice criminal system in many ways. Depending on the specific occupation within the criminal justice system, ethics will likely govern ones’ interactions with the law-breakers and influence decisions that are reached for. For instance, as for the case of a defense attorney, ethics are important in the sense that one might be presenting a guilty client. In this case, the defense attorney must ensure that the client does not offer false testimony (Albanese, 2008). The work of the defense attorney is to place pressure on the prosecutor through the provision of proof while ensuring that they are providing accurate, and truthful statements. Therefore, prosecutors should correct false statements so that they can avoid being found guilty of obstructing justice. 
Ethical Issues Existing in Law Enforcement, the Courts, and Corrections
Various ethical issues are existing within the law enforcement agencies, the courts, and corrections within the United States of America. Some of these ethical issues include:
Profiling
Profiling is a major component of policing since the early days. The law enforcers need to ensure that they have used their discretion and judgment to determine the best course of action that they should undertake based on a case-by-case basis. Unluckily, present-day society has been filled with incorrect assumptions as well as stereotypes that have resulted in unfair racial and or ethical profiling cases daily (Albanese, 2008). When a law enforcement officer is in line with duty such as a cop, has few seconds to assess a situation and therefore lacks plenty of time to internally break down the society’s imposed belief systems which direct his conscious behavior. The policemen are always faced with ethical issues that involve their off-duty behaviors, upholding the law and the rights of the citizens, using necessary force, and acting with impartiality as well as profiling (Albanese, 2008). Therefore, the citizens should understand the forces of ethics that the law enforcers go through daily as they strive to push forward for a better future. 

Acting Impartially
Impartiality is one of the most important ethical issues that law enforcement officers face. Law enforcement officers are supposed to act in impartiality. Ideally, this is a kind of oath that the law enforcement officers such as the cops especially those working in small-towns where they handle a small crowd of people find it difficult to uphold (Rawls, 2009). For instance, an officer might be knowing where the local drug houses are but might be lacking court-acceptable evidence to pursue the case. The officers are always expected by the law to follow law enforcement ethics, however, they might be limited in their authority to uphold the law by adhering to a set of certain procedures. 
Necessary Force
All law enforcers are required to use a justifiable amount of force. In the present-day, the Black-lives matter movement has highlighted the public’s concern regarding the application of unnecessary force by police officers. The movement has been fashioned to ensure that the police officers are held accountable for the kind or amount of unnecessary force that they have applied. Therefore, the police officers are required not to use force that is unjustifiable (Rawls, 2009). This ethical issue places the cops in a dire situation since it puts their lives in danger especially when dealing with those individuals who are non-compliant. In most of these cases, a police officer must reach for a viable decision on what level of force is necessary and therefore a misjudgment could lead to death or injury of the officer. 


Upholding the Law and Your Rights
Each of the law enforcement officers takes an oath to uphold the law as well as defend an individual’s constitutional rights. Upholding the law and an individual’s rights forms part of ethical issues that law enforcement officers face daily. At times it appears to be seemingly contradicting to uphold these ethical issues (Rawls, 2009). For instance, one of the biggest contradictions is found within the efforts of a nation to fight drug wars since the police officers must act in the best interest of the nation rather than the individual. If an individual is caught with a few illegal bhang seeds, is required to face imprisonment, get fined, or lose social reputation as well as the loss of a job. A law enforcement officer such as a cop is required to consider these rights to life and liberty because they would be going against the laws of the nation if they end up not arresting the culprit.  
Movement of Corruption
Corruption takes various shapes and is taking place in all levels ranging from local, state, and federal levels and it is impacting the whole system. The different forms of corruption are graft, patronage, parochialism, nepotism, cronyism, extortion, bribery, and embezzlement of public funds. Besides, misuse of governmental power for personal gains such as general police brutality and repression of political opponents are also considered to be political corruption (Albanese, 2008). Corruption might start from local and state levels going up to the federal level. For instance, police officers of public officers working at a local level might get involved in corruption through the embezzlement of public funds. The chain might go up the levels, reaching either the state or the federal level to ensure full cover-up to ensure that the perpetrators are not easily brought to book by the law. 

Solutions to Addressing Corruption in the Criminal Justice System
If there is a public perception of corruption taking place within the criminal justice system, some victims might not bother to report violence or even taking part in a case. However, there are several ways through which corruption can be addressed. Some of this solution to corruption within the CJS are as follows:
[bookmark: _GoBack]There should be in place a well-drafted code of ethics and standards of conduct to provide for legal and judicial officers within the CJS. The availability of such a code of ethics would ensure that there is in place a foundation for training, monitoring as well as hearing complaints regarding ethical matters (Søreide, 2016). 
Provision of ethics training within the law schools and the inclusion of ethics in bar examinations. This will serve to ensure that there is a foundation in ethics that will positively influence the officers as they turn to become lawyers, prosecutors, or lawyers. 
Ethics courses are supposed to provide the lawyers and the judges with a set of ethical principles that apply to real-life dilemmas. They should be trained on professional responsibility as well as on the code of conduct (Dammer, H. R., & Albanese, 2014). 
There should be support for ongoing ethics in training. Continuing education programs should be in place for the prosecutors, lawyers, and judges and also the officers working within the corrections facilities to ensure that the officers are issued with licenses. 
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